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ACADEMIC YEAR : 2022-23
GRADE : X
SUBJECT : ENGLISH
ASSIGNMENT – 23 “The Ball Poem”

Q1. Why is it important for everyone to experience loss and to stand up after it?
OR
There’s always loss and there’s always disappointment. When someone is learning from loss, he is moving towards achievement. Elaborate.
OR
It’s often been said that you learn more from losing than you do from winning. You learn a lot from a loss. It really gets your attention and it really motivates. Described.
OR
Loss is an essential and significant experience of one’s life. Explain.
Q2. staring down/ All his young days into the harbour where/His ball went…” Do you think the boy has had the ball for a long time? Is it linked to the memories of days when he played with it?
Q3. Have you ever lost something you liked very much? Write a paragraph describing how you felt then and saying whether—and how—you got over your loss.
Q4. What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
What, what is he to do? I saw it go
Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
Merrily over—there it is in the water!
(i) Name the poem and poet.
(ii) What has the boy lost?
(iii) What did he see?
(iv) Where did the ball go?
Answer:
(i) This stanza has been taken from the poem The Ball Poem’ composed by John Berryman.
(ii) The boy has lost his ball while playing.
(iii) He saw the ball going down the street.
(iv) The ball went into the water.
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