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ACADEMIC YEAR : 2022-23
GRADE : X
SUBJECT : ENGLISH
ASSIGNMENT -25 “Madam Rides the Bus”
Q1. How did Valli save up money for her first journey? Was it easy for her?
Q2. Why didn’t Valli want to go to the stall and have a drink? What does this tell you about her?
Q3. On and on went her thoughts as she calculated and recalculated, planned and replanned”. In which manner did Valli calculate, plan and prepare herself for the ride on the bus?
Q4. Never mind ‘she said, “I can get on by myself.” “You do not have to help me”, said Valli to the conductor. She shows extraordinary courage in making the bus journey all alone. Taking inspiration from Valli’s character, write how ability and courage to take risk are essential to fulfill one’s dreams.
Q5. Compare Valli’s journey to the city with her journey back home. Why was there a change in her mood?
OR
“Valli’s journey to the city is also her introduction into the mystery of life and death. Elaborate.
OR
Why did Valli not enjoy her bus ride back home?
Q6. Find the lines in the text which tell you that Valli was enjoying her ride on the bus.
Q7. What does Valli mean when she says, “I was just agreeing with what you said about things happening without our knowledge?”
Q8. Over many days and months Valli listened carefully to conversations between her neighbours and people who regularly used the bus, and she also asked a few discreet questions here and there. This way she picked up various small details about the bus journey. The town was six miles from her village. The fare was thirty paise one way—“which is almost nothing at all,” “she heard one well-dressed man say, but to Valli, who scarcely saw that much money from onfc month to the next, it seemed a fortune. The trip to the town took forty-five minutes. On reaching town, if she stayed in her seat and paid another thirty paise, she could return home on the same bus. This meant that she could take the one-o’ clock afternoon bus, reach the town at one forty-five, and be back home by about two forty-five… On and on went her thoughts as she calculated and recalculated, planned and replanned.
(i) How did Valli know details about this bus journey?
(ii) What was the distance of the town from Valli’s village?
(iii) How did she pay for her journey?
(iv) Pick out the words from the passage that means same as—‘careful questions’.
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